
  

EDUCATION AND TUTORING 
 

This section will provide young adults with information and resources 
regarding educational programs, financial aid, grants, scholarships, and 
tutorial services. 
 
Academic Competency Test (ACT)-is an assessment test, entrance exam for 
CSU, UC and certain college and universities in other states. Go to www.act.org 
for test deadlines and test dates. 
 
Adult Schools-offers education programs such as adult high school diploma, 
GED test and preparation, English as a second language (ESL) and vocational 
programs www.cde.ca.gov/sp/ae/po  
 
Board of Governor’s Waiver (BOG/W)-see Fee Waiver 
 
Cal Grant-Every high school graduate that applies by the March 2nd deadline and 
meets the academic and financial requirements is guaranteed a grant.  
www.calgrants.org (888) 224-7268 
 
California Conservation Corps (CCC)-This program is provided to adults ages 
18-25; Call (800) 952-5627 or visit www.ccc.ca.gov or see the Employment 
Section for more information. 
 
California Colleges-Youth planning for a college career can go to 
http://www.californiacolleges.edu for assistance and more information 
 
California Community Colleges-www.cccco.edu  
 
Casey Family Programs–An agency that offers outreach and aftercare services 
scholarships to emancipated foster/probation youth.  For more info call (626) 
304-2605. Ext.226  
 
Celebration I–This is an annual graduation event that honors DCFS and 
Probation high school students.  Youth that participate can receive scholarships 
(between $500- $15,000).  Contact your ILP/Transition Coordinator. 
 
Celebration II-This is an annual day of fun in honor of high school graduates that 
graduate from high school or complete the equivalent by August of the current 
year.  The free admission to the event (e.g. Universal Studios), free 
transportation, food and possible gifts and scholarship awards. Contact your 
ILP/Transition Coordinator. 
 
Chafee Grant-Free Money for College Students who are ILP Eligible For more 
information call (888) 224-7268 or go to www.csac.ca.gov  
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EDUCATION AND TUTORING 

 
College Outreach Programs-are available for high school age youth to enter 
college and universities.  For programs at your high school ask your counselor or 
go to www.appris.org
 
College Scholarship Services (CSS) Profile 
http://www.finaid.org/fafsa/cssprofile.phtml
 
Computers (resource only)-DCFS foster youth can contact his/her attorney or 
social worker for assistance from the Trust Fund or Rotary Fund.  Probation 
youth should contact her/his Coordinator.  Harbor College students can contact 
(310) 233-4405 or (310) 233-4329 for more information. Assistance is based on 
availability and need.     
 
Concurrent Enrollment-Eligible high school students may enroll in classes at a 
community college to earn high school and/or college credits.  Ask your high 
school counselor. 
 
CSU Mentor-Students interested in attending a Cal State University can go to 
www.csumentor.edu
 
Educational Opportunity Program and/or Services (EOP/EOP&S)-supports 
low income and educationally disadvantaged students by providing grants, 
academic counseling, tutoring and career guidance.  EOP/EOP&S is available on 
approximately 108 college campuses in California. 
 
Financial Aid-Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) (800) 433-3243 
Complete the FAFSA to qualify for grants (free money) to pay for Tuition, Books, 
Supplies, fees.  Go to www.fafsa.ed.gov to apply January 2nd to March 2nd of 
every year. 
 
Federal Government Grants/Loans-http://studentaid.ed.gov 
www.studentaid.ed.gov/guide/    http://www.cde.ca.gov/  &   www.ed.gov  
 
Fee Waiver (Board of Governors Waiver/BOGW)-Youth may apply for free 
tuition at a California Community College 

 
Financial Aid Workshops-The Community College Foundation (TCCF) offers 
workshops at community colleges to help foster youth complete financial aid 
applications. For more information, contact TCCF – Working It Out Program at 
(213) 427-6910. 

 
General Education Development (GED) Tests - www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/gd/
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EDUCATION AND TUTORING 

 
Independent Living Program (ILP) - The Youth Development Services Program 
supports a youth’s educational goals by assisting with a youth’s need for financial 
assistance planning to attend college, vocational, adult school or professional 
training programs.  In addition to tuition assistance, youth may receive assistance 
for transportation; clothing, fees and other related expenses based on need and 
availability of funds. 

 
Books, Supplies and School/Program fees - Assistance is provided to such 
related expenses and college application fees can also be funded based on 
need and availability.   

 
Clothing- Transitioned youth may request assistance for purchasing clothing on 
a yearly basis for school or work related needs. Assistance is based on need 
and availability.  

 
Exam Fees – ACT, Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT), GED and other exams.  
(Note:  As these exam fees are often waived, payment will NOT be approved 
unless verification is provided that the fee was not waived)  
 
Graduation/High School Expenses– Youth who are on track to graduate can 
receive up to $400.00 in assistance with senior expenses.  Assistance is 
provided during second semester and ONLY for youth that are certified to 
graduate. THE COSTS ARE RELATED TO HIGH SCHOOL RINGS, PHOTOS, 
CAP AND GOWN, YEARBOOK, SENIOR PROM, INVITATIONS AND OTHER 
SENIOR EXPENSES FOR REWARDING REGULAR AND 
CONTINUATION SCHOOL GRADUATES WHO PARTICIPATE IN THE HIGH 
SCHOOL GRADUATION CEREMONY. A SIGNED LETTER FROM THE 
HIGH SCHOOL COUNSELOR WITH THE EMBOSSED SCHOOL SEAL OR 
STAMP IS REQUIRED. THE LETTER MUST INDICATE THE YOUTH IS ON 
TRACK TO GRADUATE NO LATER THAN AUGUST OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 
WHEN THE REQUEST IS SUBMITTED. THE DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION 
OF GRADUATION EXPENSES IS JUNE 20, OF EACH YEAR. THE CURRENT 
MAXIMUM AMOUNT IS BASED ON THE ANNUAL BUDGET. HIGH SCHOOL 
GRADUATION INCENTIVES IS $100.00 FOR GED, ADULT SCHOOL AND 
YOUTH NOT PARTICIPATING IN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATIONS.  

 
Transportation - Generally, a transitioned youth attending school and/or working 
can be provided funds.  Youth are strongly encouraged to call the Metro Fare 
Reduction office at (213) 680-0054 and apply for student passes.  For youth 
attending colleges in Northern California or out-of-state, transportation costs 
related to the airline tickets, busses, etc. can also be funded.   Funding may also 
be provided for parking fees. Assistance is based on need and availability.  
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EDUCATION AND TUTORING 
 
Tuition Assistance College-Assistance for Foster/Probation youth is based on 
the unmet need AFTER the youth has applied for Financial Aid. The assistance 
will be for NO MORE than $4,999.00 per academic year. Assistance is based 
on need and availability.    

 
Tuition Assistance Vocational-Assistance for Foster/Probation youth is based 
on the unmet need AFTER the youth has applied for financial assistance.  ILP 
assistance may not cover the full costs of tuition and the youth should seek other 
resources for assistance.  No more than $2,500.00 will be funded for vocational 
programs. Assistance is based on need and availability.  

 
Overall, funding by the Youth Development Program should rarely be the sole 
source of assistance for the youth (Note: The Foster Care Independence Act 
states that federal funds used to assist youth should not ‘supplant’ other forms of 
federal aid that is available to the youth); ILP eligible Youth 
 
ILP Online- is the official website for Los Angeles County Youth Development 
Services (YDS). This Site is for ILP Eligible Foster/Probation Youth and Service 
Providers.  Go to www.ilponline.org for further information. 
 
Los Angeles County Libraries - (562) 940-8415 http://www.colapublib.org/  
 
Los Angeles Office of Education (LACOE) - (562) 922-6111 or www.lacoe.edu
 
Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) - is the governing body for all 
public schools in the City of Los Angeles (213) 241-1000  
http://www.lausd.k12.ca.us  
 
Regional Occupational Program (ROP) - is a free program for youth 16 years 
of age or older and adults (for a small fee) residing within the LACO/ROP service 
area. The Program offers school credits on-the job training and job placement.  
Visit www.carocp.org or ask your school counselor for more information.  (See 
Employment Section) 
 
Scholarships  
 
• LA County Commission for Women, Girls At Risk Scholarship (213) 974-

1455 
• Orphan Foundation of America (OFA)/Casey Family Scholars Program 

for applicants 25 and under (571) 203-0270 www.orphan.org  
 
General Scholarship Websites 
 
Ron Brown Scholarships http://www.RonBrown.org  
UNCF Scholarships http://www.uncf.org/scholarships/uncfscholarship.asp  
Jackie Robinson Foundation Scholarships http://wwwjackierobinson.org  
Intel Science Talent Search http://www.sciserv.org/sts  
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Thurgood Marshall Scholarship Fund http://www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org  
McDonald's Scholarships (Annual) http://www.mcdonaldsnymetro.com  
National Society of Black Engineers Scholarships http://www.nsbe.org/programs  
National Merit Scholarships http://www.nationalmerit.org  
Black Excel Scholarship Gateways http://www.BlackExcel.org  
LULAC National Awards http://mach25.collegenet.com/cgi-bin/M25/GetScholar     
NAACP http://www.naacp.org/youth/scholarships/information/index.htm
Paralegal Scholarships http://www.paralegals.org/displaycommon.cfm?an=1&subarticlenbr=844
Science Net http://www.sciencenet.emory.edu/undergrad/scholarships.html  
Black Alliance for Educational Options http://www.baeo.org
Siemens Foundation Competition  
http://www.siemens-foundation.org/en/teachers_scholarships.htm
International Students Scholarships &Aid Help http://www.iefa.org  
Historically Black College/University Scholarships http://iesabroad.org  
Guaranteed Scholarships http://www.guaranteed-scholarships.com  
Sports Scholarships and Internships http://www.ncaa.org/about/scholarships.html  
Student Video Scholarships http://www.christophers.org
Student Inventors Scholarships http://www.invent.org/collegiate  
Decca Scholarships http://www.deltaepsilonchi.org/scholarship.html
 Black Student Fund http://www.blackstudentfund.org/programs/FinAid/financial_aid.htm  
Princeton Review Scholarships &Aid http://www.princetonreview.com/college/finance  
American Legion Scholarships http://www.legion.org  
2005 Holocaust Remembrance Essay Contest http://www.holocaust.hklaw.com  
Ayn Rand Institute http://www.aynrand.org/contests  
The David and Dovetta Wilson Scholarship Fund http://www.wilsonfund.org  
Congressional Hispanic Scholarships http://www.chciyouth.org  
Nursing Scholarships http://www.blackexcel.org/nursing-scholarships.html  
AFROTC High School Scholarships http://www.afrotc.com/  
Minority Scholarships http://www.free-4u.com/minority.htm  
Art Deadlines and Scholarships http://www.xensei.com/users/adl   
Journalism Grants http://www.mccormicktribune.org/grants.aspx
African American Scholarships http://www.littleafrica.com/scholarship  
Marine Corps Scholarships http://www.marine-scholars.org  
Tylenol Scholarships http://scholarship.tylenol.com/  
Undergraduate Scholarships (Health) http://ugsp.nih.gov  
National Scholarships at All Levels http://scholarships.fatomei.com  
AmbassadorialScholarshipshttp://www.rotary.org/en/StudentsAndYouth/EducationalPrograms/Am
bassadorialScholarships/Pages/ridefault.aspx
Baptist Scholarships http://www.free-4ucom/baptist_scholarships.htm  
Methodist Scholarships http://www.free-4u.com/methodist_scholarships.htm  
United States National Peace Essay Contest http://www.usip.org/ed/npec/index.shtml  
Accounting Scholarships http://www.aicpa.org/members/div/career/edu/jlcs.htm  
Sports Scholarships and Internships http://www.ncaa.org/about/scholarships.html  
100 Minority Scholarship Gateways http://www.blackexcel.org/100minority.htm  
American Chemical Society 
http://www.cnetweb.org/american_chemical_society_scholarships.htm  
Sallie Mae http://www.salliemae.com/before_college/students_plan/free_money/free_money.htm
Scholarships List and Search http://www.adventuresineducation.org/Scholarships/index.cfm
Hispanic Scholarship Fund http://www.hsf.net/  
College Net Scholarship Search http://www.collegenet.com/mach25/app
Scholarships For Hispanics http://www.scholarshipsforhispanics.org  
National Federation of the Blind http://www.nfb.org/nfb/scholarship_program.asp
Actuary Scholarships for Minority Students http://www.beanactuary.org/minority  
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Astronaut Scholarship Foundation http://www.astronautscholarship.org
ELA Foundation (disabled) http://www.ela.org/scholarships/scholarships.html  
Indian Health Service 
http://www.ihs.gov/JobsCareerDevelop/DHPS/Scholarships/Scholarship_index.asp
Minority Undergraduate Fellows Program http://www.naspa.org/programs/nufp/index.cfm 
Third Wave Foundation http://www.thirdwavefoundation.org/leadership
College Connection Scholarships http://www.collegescholarships.com  
Super College Scholarships http://www.supercollege.com  
Indian Students http://www.gurgaonscoop.com/story/2005/3/14/195141/137  
Music http://www.newenglandconservatory.edu/financeYourEducation/musicscholarships.html  
Nat Assoc. of Black Journalists http://www.nabj.org/programs/scholarships/index.html  
The Roothbert Fund Scholarships http://www.roothbertfund.org/scholarships.php  
Federal Scholarships and Aid http://www.fedmoney.org  
International Students Help and Scholarships http://www.iefa.org
NACME Scholarship Program http://www.nacme.org/scholarships  
Black Excel Scholarship Gateway http://www.blackexcel.org/ 
Peterson's Aid and Scholarships Help http://www.petersons.com/finaid  
Coveted National Scholarships http://scholarships.fatomei.com  
Martin Luther King Scholarships http://www.sanantonio.gov/mlk/scholarship.asp  
Chicano/Latina Student Foundation http://www.chicanalatina.org/scholarship/information.html
NCAA Scholarships and Internships http://www.ncaa.org/about/scholarships.html  
Congressional Hispanic Caucus Institute http://www.chci.org  
Morris K Udall Foundation http://www.udall.gov/udall.asp?link=200 
Asian American Journalist Association http://www.aaja.org/  
American Assoc. of University Women  http://www.aauw.org/education/fga/index.cfm
Scholarships by State http://www.schoolsintheusa.com/scholarships.cfm  
State Agencies of Higher Education http://collegeapps.about.com/od/stateagencies  
Engineering School http://www.engineeringedu.com/scholars.html  
Scholarship News http://www.free-4u.com  
Orphan Foundation of America http://www.orphan.org/index.php?id=30 
Discover Awards http://www.aasa.org/awards/index.cfm 
American Fire Sprinkler Scholarship Contest http://www.afsascholarship.org  
Mensa Essay Scholarship http://merf.usmensa.org/scholarships/zipfinder.php  
Chess Scholarships http://www.successchess.com/WeibelChess/Scholarships.html  
Davis-Putter (Activist) http://www.ocf.berkeley.edu/~alliance/academic/scholarships.html  
Fridell Memorial Scholarship (Dale E.) http://www.straightforwardmedia.com/fridell  
Alger Association Scholarships (Horatio) http://www.horatioalger.org/scholarships  
Collegiate Inventors Competition http://www.invent.org/collegiate  
National Security Programs http://us.fulbrightonline.org/howtoapply.html 
Institutes of Health http://www.iie.org/programs/nsep/nsephome.htm  
Verizon Scholarship Program http://foundation.verizon.com/03001.shtml
Scholarships on the Net (1500 Links) http://whatsonthe.net/scholarmks.htm  
Minority Scholarships (All levels) http://scholarships.fatomei.com/minories.html 
Cola-Coca Art &Film http://www.coca-cola.com/art_refreshing.html     
Art School Scholarships http://www.art/scholarship-guide.php  
Microsoft Scholarships http://www.microsoft.com/college/ss_overview.mspx
Scholarship of The Month http://www.collegescholarships.com/scholarships.html  
Fellowship Database (Graduate) http://gradschool.cornell.edu/?p=132 
Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf http://www.agbell.org  
APS Minorities Scholarship Physics) http://www.aps.org/programs/women/scholarships/index.cfm
Music For The Blind http://www.nfmc-music.org/Competitions/CompetitnsAwards.htm 
War Memorial Fund http://www.usjaycees.org/other_scholarships.htm 
Institute of Engineering and Technology http://www.theiet.org/about/scholarships-awards/index.cfm 
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Civil Air Patrol Scholarships http://level2.cap.gov/index.cfm 
Various College Scholarships List http://www.www-college.org/college-scholarships_list.htm  
AXA Achievement Scholarship http://www.axa-achievement.com  
Federal Employee Education Fund http://www.feea.org./scholarships.html 
Prudential Spirit of Community Award http://www.prudential.com/spirit  
Minority Accounting Students http://www.aicpa.org/members/div/career/mini/index.htm  
Study Abroad Scholarships http://www.iesabroad.org/minorityFinancialAid.do  
Sports Figures http://sportsactionfigure.com/
Fellowships and Scholarships http://www.sacnas.org/index.cfm 
General Scholarships http://www.hccfl.edu/scholarship/general.html  
Jewish Scholarships http://www.free-4u.com/jewish.htm  
Ford Foundation Fellowships for Minorities http://national-academies.org/fellowships  
Scholarships in Many Areas http://www.meredith.edu/academics/national-scholarships.htm
League Foundation: Alternative Lifestyles http://www.league-att.org/foundation
Datatel Scholarships http://www.datatel.com/global/scholarships/applicants.cfm  
Alpha Kappa Alpha Awards http://www.akaeaf.org/programsandinitiatives/
National Black Police Assoc. Scholarships http://www.blackpolice.org  
Elks Most Valuable Student Scholarship http://www.elks.org  
National Black Nurses' Assoc. Scholarships http://www.nbna.org/scholarship.htm 
Scholarships Based on Ethnicity http://www.college.ucla.edu/UP/SRC/ethnic.htm
Minority Scholarships (All levels) http://scholarships.fatomei.com/scholar3.html  
Wal Mart Community Scholarship http://www.walmartfoundation.org
Zeta Phi Beta Sorority National Education Foundation http://www.zphib1920.org/nef/
 
General Scholarship Websites for High School Seniors 
 
http://www.discoverfinancial.com/community/scholarship.shtml 
http://www.monsanto.com/responsibility/youth_education.asp  
http://www.nafb.com/desktopdefault.aspx?tabid=26
http://www.rmhc.com  
http://www.nba.com/clippers/community/index.html 
http://www.brandylynnmurphy.com/scholarship  
http://www.planning.org/institutions/hsessay.htm  
http://www.narabank.com/n_scholar.aspx 
http://www.sccta.org  
http://www.racingscholarships.com  
http://www.sonsofitalyca.org  
http://www.usbank.com/cgi_w/cfm/studentloans/college_universities/scholarships.cfm 
http://www.americancoed.com  
http://www.usafunds.org/scholarship  
http://www.cacesf.org   
http://www.fastweb.com 
http://www.collegecampaign.org/contest/   
http://www.walmartfoundation.org  
 
School Specific Scholarships for High School Seniors 

 
Call Me MISTER Program Scholarship 
- For African American male seniors interested in the training and employment as 
elementary school teachers in the public school of South Carolina.  

• Benedict College  
• Claflin University 
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http://scholarships.fatomei.com/scholar3.html
http://www.walmartfoundation.org/
http://www.zphib1920.org/nef/
http://www.monsanto.com/
http://www.nafb.com/
http://www.rmhc.com/
http://www.brandylynnmurphy.com/scholarship
http://www.planning.org/institutions/hsessay.htm
http://www.sccta.org/
http://www.racingscholarships.com/
http://www.sonsofitalyca.org/
http://www.americancoed.com/
http://www.usafunds.org/scholarship
http://www.cacesf.org/
http://www.collegecampaign.org/contest/
http://www.walmartfoundation.org/


  

EDUCATION AND TUTORING 
 

• Morris College  
• South Carolina State University  
• Clemson University  

- Application & information online: www.callmemister.clemson.edu/index.htm  
 
University of Northern Colorado  
- National Undergraduate Scholarship  
- Award: $5,000 renewable scholarship  
- Application & information online: www.unco.edu/admissions  
 
UCLA Alumni Association, Merit -based Scholarships for UCLA Freshmen   
www.UCLAlumni.net/Scholarships  
 
Mary C. & William G. Drake Scholarship  
- Eligibility: for incoming freshmen to UC Berkeley interested in studying 

mechanical engineering www.me.berkeley.edu  
 
Mount St. Mary's College: Women's Leadership Scholars Program (school-
specific)  
- Students entering Mount St. Mary's, Chalon Campus as freshmen who have a 

cumulative GPA of 3.0  
- Contributed to high school through involvement, service, and leadership  
- Award: $3,000 merit scholarship  
 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) - is a test to find out how much you know about 
certain subject areas.  Colleges use the scores from this test when they decide if 
they should accept you to their school.  For test dates and deadlines, go to 
www.collegeboard.com. 
 

United Friends of the Children (UFC) - United Friends of the Children (UFC) is 
a nonprofit organization that offers current and former foster youth College 
Sponsorships in the amount of $3000 per year for a total of 5 years, as well as a 
College Readiness Program for 7th -12th graders.     For more information, 
contact educational support at (213) 580-1850 or info@unitedfriends.org.
 
University of California Admissions -www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions
 
Work Experience Education (WEE) - assists students to be more employable 
www.cde.ca.gov/ci/ct/we/ See Employment Section for more information 
 
TUTORING  
For youth demonstrating a need for additional academic assistance, funded 
tutoring is available in the following ways:   
 
 

 14

http://www.callmemister.clemson.edu/index.htm
http://www.unco.edu/admissions
http://www.uclalumni.net/Scholarships
http://www.me.berkeley.edu/
http://www.collegebound.com/
mailto:info@unitedfriends.org.
http://www.universityofcalifornia.edu/admissions
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ci/ct/we/


  

EDUCATION AND TUTORING 
 
• Early Youth Development Services are available to all eligible DCFS foster 

youth who are 14-15 years of age. Early Youth Development Services consist 
of referral for an academic assessment to test the youth’s academic level and 
there is up to 50 hours of tutoring available if the youth is below grade level.  

 
• Tutoring is available, free, through your high school if it is a Program 

Improvement (PI) school. To verify if your school is a PI school and for further 
information please contact Los Angeles Unified School District (LAUSD) at 
(213) 241-2097. 

 
• If you are a college or community college student please check with the 

Student Services office or the Learning Assistance Center office.   
 
• For youth having difficulty with reading and basic math, visit the website 

www.literacynetwork.org in order to find free literacy assistance in your 
community.  You can also call the 24-hour hotline for tutoring information at 
(800) 707-7323 (READ) for Spanish or (213) 237-3323. 

 
• Free tutoring may also available at your local library. 
 
The Academic Advantage - http://www.academicadvantage.com/ (866) 788-
8677 (7TUTORS) 
 
Professional Tutors of America  
http://www.professionaltutors.com/tutors/apply.htm or contact (800) 832-2487 
(TEACH US) 
 
Sylvan Learning Center - http://www.educate.com/ (800) 273-0456 
 
Vocational Programs - Youth who do not attend college or a university and are 
not enrolled in a Regional Occupational Program may be interested in a 
vocational program.  These programs can provide you with training and possibly 
job placement in an area that interests you.  For more information see the 
Employment Section of this Directory and look under Job Training Programs.  
 
Workforce California/Workforce Investment Act (WIA)-Offers Adult Education 
and Family Literacy Programs (888) 226-6300 http://wib.co.la.ca.us. 
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